
August 5, 2020  

Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

At a special meeting held on August 3 the West Chester Area Board of School Directors 

approved our Health and Safety Plan for reopening schools, including a virtual start to the school 

year. We know there is a tremendous amount of anxiety and concern about what this means for 

all of our families. We can promise that we will deliver an improved Remote Learning 2.0 

instructional experience, and we will work closely with the Chester County Health Department 

(CCHD) to find a plan that will return students to in-person instruction as soon as possible.  

We met yesterday with CCHD and are asking for assistance in developing a metric to guide our 

decision making. Certainly the experience of other regional schools that are opening in a hybrid 

model will factor into our decision making. We have committed to evaluating our mode of 

instruction every three weeks, beginning September 25, and hope to begin some students to in-

person instruction in October. We’ll update you as we work through details. 

We have plans in place to reach out to students who did not do well with emergency remote 

learning from the Spring. We will do all we can to engage every one of our students in 

meaningful, robust learning this fall. We also expect to have a working list of child care options 

for our families by the end of the week. WC Cyber, our own cyber school program, remains an 

option for all families regardless of which learning model we are operating under. 

To view the presentation of the plan please visit here.  The plan includes the following: 

 Schools will initially reopen remotely on August 31. On September 25, we will 

reevaluate a return to in-person instruction using a hybrid model. We are working to 

determine metrics to reopen. We are working closely with the Chester County Health 

Department in developing these metrics. We do not expect a Covid vaccine or zero cases 

to be part of a reopening metric. In addition to this metric, we’ll monitor schools around 

us (public and private) that have chosen to reopen and will consider the experiences they 

are having in doing so. 

 Parents have a choice to enroll in the WC Cyber Program, taught by our own teachers. 

Parents have until August 7 to enroll in the WC Cyber Program.  This is an online 

program that will operate all year; with this program, students will not have to move in 

and out of a hybrid or remote learning model.  More information about WC Cyber can be 

found here. 

 Students requiring significant disability supports will attend in person school with 6 feet 

of social distancing, and masks. (similar to our summer Extended School Year program 

currently running.) We are determining whether we can extend this option to other 

special needs students and will communicate with our families about that as soon as 

possible. 

 Technical College High School students will attend in person if the program is 

operating.  The TCHS will decide later this month if it is going to operate virtually, or in 

person.   

https://www.wcasd.net/cms/lib/PA02203541/Centricity/Domain/6199/WestChesterReopening%20-%20Board%20meeting%20August%203%202020.pdf
https://www.wcasd.net/Page/12597
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/u5EjC5yrxmCrlnnUOLpC9?domain=track.spe.schoolmessenger.com


 Special Education students attending Chester County Intermediate Unit (CCIU) programs 

will operate with 6 feet of social distancing and masks, if they are operating in 

person.  The CCIU will vote on its reopening plans later this month. 

 Consideration will be made to bring back English Learners students with 6 feet of social 

distancing and masks. Again, we will work to determine what is feasible. 

 After school sports will continue fall workouts only (no competition) with the same 

provisions as approved for the summer volunteer workouts (6 feet of social distancing 

and all outside workouts) 

 Childcare centers will be established in seven schools, and other locations throughout the 

community. Information will be communicated shortly.  

 Teachers are encouraged to teach from classrooms for ease of use of materials, but will 

have the option to work from home. 

 IPad devices (K-5) and laptops (6-12) will be distributed to students before the start of 

school. 

 Workbooks, textbooks, and other materials will be distributed to students, 

To view the presentation to the school board please visit here.   

We know there are many more questions to be answered. We’re working as quickly as we can to 

provide information to our parents. School principals will also be communicating with parents 

regarding specifics to your child’s school. 

Our goal continues to be bringing our students back to school in the safest possible way.  This is 

never the place in which any of us expected to find ourselves this fall. It has been an incredibly 

challenging time for educators charged with making impossible choices. Nevertheless, we are 

steadfast in our commitment to our students, and I know our entire district staff will work to 

make this a productive and engaging school year.  

Thanks for everyone’s patience and understanding as we implement a path back to our 

classrooms. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jim Scanlon 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/esBjC4xqwlUw8jjiOZgVy?domain=track.spe.schoolmessenger.com

